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OFFICE OF THE SECP.ETA~Y .OF DEFENSE a 

WASIIINC>JON, l>.C. 20301 

January 9, 1970 

HEHORAUDUI·1 FOR: Director, Defen$e Intelligence Agency 

SUBJECT: Communi cations bet\'teen DoD and National Security Cound 1 (NSC) 
~ Staff Elements . . 

Secretary laird established the policy, shortly after assuming 
office ~s Secretary of Defense, that official ca«rounlcatlons between 
DoD and NSC staff elements \iould be processed through the Secretary's 
office. The purpose of the procedure was (a) to minimize the potential 
for multiple communications channels ~rl1ich could act to obstruct effi­
c1ency and top-quullty staff actions, and (b) to protect the staff 
elements, especially In DoD, from Inopportune requests. · 

Hr. Laird hos reaffirmed the above-stated policy on many oc:castons. 
Dr. Kissinger agrees \tilth and fully supports the policy as we11. The 
Sec.retary ask_ed that I provlcle you with a copy of his January 22, 1969, 
memorandum on the subject. If you shout d be confronted \-Ji th proldems 
or deJlcate situations vis a vis the NSC staff, Secretary Laird asks 
that you inform him. He will be able to assist In resolving such 
matters. · 

·Office of the Secretary of Defense 
Chief, ROD, ESD,WHS · . . . (( lvJ f./?,_t__ 
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Date: Jiif d.*~( .._1'! f't.- Authority: EO 13~26 
Declassify:__ Deny in Full: __ _ 
Declassify in- art: _ . ~-

Robert E. Pursley- ~ 
Colone-l, USAF '~ .. ... : ......... - ..-.~.~ 

Reason: ·· 
MDR: ~,-::z-...:._-M-~-.C...-, ....,.~-o-1-=-.--....:.._-- Military Assistant 

Attachment 

JECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority; EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass'oiv, WHS 
Date: · • 
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